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horoscope. The moment of birth is carefully noted, and
from this the astrologer prepares a more or less elaborate
forecast of the child's fate. The chief service that this
document serves in after life, where births are not regis-
tered by Government officials, is to determine the age of
its owner. In courts of law it is accepted for this pur-
pose. Where evils are indicated or good foretold in this
prophetic scroll, the Hindu seeks deliverance from the
one and to gain the other by liberal donations to the
gods. It seems strange, perhaps, that men should trust
to these guesses, but the desire to penetrate into the
future is almost universal. Important events are some-
times determined by what was written by the astrologers ;
marriage arrangements are broken off when, by the
horoscopes of the intended bride and bridegroom, it is
found that they were born under mutually hostile stars.